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. ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC ACADEMY

ACTI NG PRI NCI PALGC
Dear Parents,
We are approaching the end of my 12 |mor
chapter in the history of our school | bu
stabilisedeshabigiss mendl trlee confi dence of
There have been challenges but | | eapye
| ook forward to working alongside Mr| Ra
me an even better Deputy Head.
The | ast few weeks of term are al wayl|s h
musi cal concert at the end of every |ter
with our newly formed school orchestftra
war mth of applause at the end from ¢t he
seen and heard. We have also had our s
celebrate the achievements of our pupi/l
emotional event . For | ast year 6s Upper
years in the school We miss them alll
so wel | . For our most recent Year 11, |
Il mportant to formally recognise j usHt h
achieved record results, which indicat
They wil | never be forgotten as the |gro
and Summer Ter ms, before helping us prg
taken the time to |l ook after thesbaldprs
our Senior Citizens Party. The exprless
event worthwhil e. |l 6m sure they left w
You might have read in the | ocal newspa,
me mber of the public while they werje t
caused something of a scene iIin Longtpn
il gnored by the many people present. |t
phone for an ambulance and stay with]|th
| mpressed that-judgegthkessdidnandt oprand e
care any of wus would wish to receive un
our school 6s Christian ethos but here w
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. ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC ACADEMY

ACTI NG PRI NCI PALOS news
Il n my | ast newsl etter, I reported the p
Schools Cup. Unf ortunately, the team w
Notti ngham. The deciding factor was| th
players struggled in the first few minu:
goal s that decided the entire match I
especially as t heir preparat rHoOmpsor wan e
Examinations
The end of term sees a number-Varfdystjadifn
school i n 2007. He is a popular figure
success in both his Science teaching| an
for mer pupi | and consequently settled
promoted to Assistant Head of Year and i
Mi ss Butcher stepped in to help in I CT a
Stanton | eaves us as an LSP having helpe
Rowson is |l eaving as one of our Student
school working with al/l pupil s. She |i s
FI FA. On behalf of wus all at St Thomas
will all be missed.
I would Ii ke to finish by thanking you :
this newsletter by saying how much has I
pupils and parents, none of this woulld h
Pl ease keep us in your thoughts and pjiray
You can be confident of our best efforts
Mr A Wootton
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. ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC ACADEMY

CHAPLAINCY NEWS

Now is the time of Advent from the Latin word that means coming or arrival. The holy
season of Advent and Christmas are God given moments, a window of grace, a time of
blessing for us to grow ever closer to God and each other.

We have the lighting of our Advent wreath here in College daily, I
and by using our Walk with me prayer books and Calendars to N1, |
prepare spiritwvally for Jesusiéd Ad»g,j(,‘u"
end of the world and on ~ Christmas Day. “’

Y7. FORM MASSES. This year, Father John is celebrating Masses in

the College Chapel. It is a special time for these students to experience the Eucharist
through Holy Mass. A time to pray and reflect. After Mass Father John gives the students
the opportunity for any questions. This has become very popular as well as informative.

COMBINED SCHOOLS MASS. (16 ™ October).
Once again a | ovely <celebration of Mass at

celebrant was Father Paul from Holy Trinity Church in Newcastle. He was assisted by all
the school chaplains in the Deanery. It was a wonderful Mass, with representation from all
the schools in the area.

OPEN EVENING.

A successful evening. Tom and | were available for potential parents and children to see
our new Savio Centre where we are now both based, and the Chapel where we had lightfever
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, giving families from different faiths the opportunity

to light a candle before the Altar. A very moving time.

ADVENT ACTS OF WORSHIP.
Acts of worship have taken place every school morning throughout Advent. All year groups

are involved. The lighting of the Advent wreath, with readings and prayers for the season.
These will end with our Advent services on 19 ™ December.
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. ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC ACADEMY

CHAPLAINCY News

&AVIO HOUSE RETREAT 3 R° TO 5™ DECEMBER.
Tom took ten Y90s to Savio House on residen

centre focussed on the work and principles of St Don Bosco. Our students shared their
retreat with Y9 students from Blessed William Howard Catholic High school in Stafford,

and the children mixed very well and made some very good friendships, with most of them
already planning to meet up again! The retr
at the good and bad choices we make each day, the effects they have and the choices God

is calling us to make. The students and staff all had a great time and the students are
already looking forward to going to Soli House next year!

RECONCILIATION. YEARS 7,8 & 10 (4 ™ December)
All the children were given the opportunity for Reconciliation. Ten priests came into school.
This was a very special day for us all.

ALTON CASTLE Y.11. ONE DAY RETREAT.

Tom took 23 students for a one day retreat to Alton Castle for a day focussed on the
challenges the young people will come across in their lives and preparing to meet them o}
especially with GCSE exams on the horizon. They explored the theme with outdoor
activities such as the assault course and crates and also used the time to get to know each
other a bit better and to recharge their batteries after mock exams.

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PARTY 17 ™ December.

Our school S.V.P. have organised a Christmas Party here at school for the sick and
housebound residents from all the parishes within the Deanery. They will be entertained,
play bingo and have a raffle. A taste of Christmas.

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 17 ™ December.

All our feeder schools are coming into St. Thomas More to make a Christingle and to join
together in a service at the beginning and end of the morning.

ADVENT SERVICES.

Advent Services will be held on 19 ™ December for all year groups.

CHARITIES:
Thanks to all who work hard and do so much for our Charities. It is through that support
and help that we can make a difference to of
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. ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC ACADEMY

CHAPLAINCY NEWS

CAFOD: VIRTUAL VILLAGE.
Y8 are raising money for their nominated charity, CAFOD, through the use of the Virtual

Village outside of the Hall. The Village is painted onto the wall and gifts are added on when
Form Groups buy them, with the real life gifts given to people who need them in developing
countries. 8JB have been the first Form Group
Starter Pack©o. 7JB have had a 6Goat that Gilves
Bath, for Christmas!

LOURDES PILGRIMAGE 23RD 830™ MAY .Once again, we will be taking students from our
Y.10 & 6™ Form to Lourdes. So far 17 students are interested. This has now become an
annual event for our school, joining together with other schools from the Birmingham
Diocese. We are fundraising and working hard to raise monies to help these students to

: #ad make the journey. Please continue to support the young people in our

chool who are so generous in giving up their half term to help others.
k We will bring you updates as the year goes on.

& RAFFLE FOR LOURDES. gt hThlomaS P'V'gf 2 Ce
: . L choo T A
4 Tickets for the raffle will be distributed to
all students in school. This will take place in Grand Prize Dra
the New Year. 1SP rize A~2 00 Ca:
2Prize A50||Cas

We would like to wish you all a happy and holy Christmas.
Tom and Mary
Lay Chaplains

SCRIPTURE TEXT

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem
the town of David... While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.

Luke 2:4 -6
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. ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC ACADEMY

CHAPLAINCY News

Prayer
Heavenly Father, I n the cri b we
the real trut h.
The stable would not have been ¢

ani mals would not have beer

as the young mother tried to sl

But you were there, giving pati
Bringing happy vVvisitors

The young couple not only survi

May we take the |l esson to helar
Al ways ready to give wus piatfi eawnec eb,ut
Amen
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NEW HEADTEACHER NEWS
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. ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEW HEADTEACHER NEWS
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. ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC ACADEMY

St Thomas More i Alert for Allergen Advice

From Sat dfDleacyeemb&r 2014 new allergen | abel
i mpl ementing our newmamppg®maemt .t oT haild ewigleln e

Mor e, we are compliant with the incoming Food

gui dance which has been released by the Foog

Al l ergy information will be avail able from t
appropriate choices for their diet. This <co
to ensure that customers are thoroughly infor me
nf ormation on the 14 main allergens before
Addi tionall vy, we see our new process as a key
necessary to make informed food choices out
information in this manner will be consi stent
this system will enabl e students to | earn how
his process works alongside our previous $sysi
hoi ce. I f you have any questions regardin
he offiodd iemaaslt:mcc. net
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. ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC ACADEMY

CAREERS ACADEMY NEWS

SI XTH FORM CAREERS ACADEMY:

t al kstnoopm for the 8 hour journey!

Mi ss Emery, Caoeeérnd@academy Co

The Career Academy is a national prognam
develop the skills necessary for empl oym
students were awarded a place on thils p
Af zal ; Mohammed Arshed; Shauntaye Frank
Adam Guy; Samuel Jordan; Bradley Luclkhu
The students have already had a busy mon
explore the wide range of employment opp
Secondly, on the 1 December, we travelle
business in the Canary Whar f. The money
gave our students something to aspirejfto
thank Mrs Staton for giving up her preci
mi ni bus. The students reported being a
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. ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC ACADEMY

MUSIC AND PERFORMING ARTS NEWS

MmusiCc AND

Earlier this ter m, Year 11 Performing Arts
Side of Veronabod, a cross between West Side
of their coursework and they were fabulous. Thank you for the support we had from

parents and staff.

Congratulations to all the students who have (or will be) performing in the City Music
School Concerts:

Toni Bishop, Emily Masterson, Amy Crabb, Ethan Barlow, Orion Hunte and Emrys Hunte.
Mrs Meakin has really enjoyed the concerts and look forward to more in the future.

Wednesday night is extra curricular night for Performing Arts. For the first time we
have set up a school orchestra. We are really pleased with the progress that the

students are making. It is very different performing with other people than it is playing

by yourself. We are very proud of them and hope they are too by wearing their new
orchestra badges proudly on their blazers. Drama and Dance club is also being run and at
present some of the Sixth Form are choreographing a special Christmas dance for the
Christmas Concert and Drama are creating their very own fantastic pantomime.

Good Luck to all those who have taken exams on their instruments this term. We are sure
you will have done well and are looking forward to the results!

Mrs C. Milan and Mrs J. Meakin
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. ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC ACADEMY

Health and social care news

oy )\ Health & Social Care News

September 2014 saw the | aunch of a new year
in Health & Soci al Car e.

I n November, Y9 Health & Soci al Care student
Careers and Skills Academy at the Royal Stok
of clinical demonstrations such as venepuncHt
the opportunity to carry out a blood test sa
training arm, identical to the one used by I
training arm appears | ike a real patientos

professionals of the future.

an option sub

Davi s.

. Page 13
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. ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC ACADEMY

PHYSI CAL EDUCATI C

AND RESUL
At hl eti cs: |l ndoor .
Students in Year 7 went to Fenton Mainmdodrast W
events involving running, jumping and throwing
ti 8hannon Marlrliioet tGr attage, Molly Machin, EIIe
Lucia Dawson. The boys were: Cameron Hodson, J
Barreto Bravo, Ashton Millward, Gerry Teelljng
will have the opportunity to takel padbnent mone
athletes.
Y8 students will compete this Thursday.
Centre Parcs Badminton Tournament .
Two teams of girls went to Trentham recent]y t
Resul ts: U16,
V. Trentha#,B | ost 0
V. Trentha#s,A | ost 0
V St Joseffh's |l ost 2
The girls were Emily Brennan, Alydia Morris Jo
Uul4ds,
V. Trenth#&m | ost 0
V St. José&ph's |l ost O
Al arna WiNéammsbDbavi s and Hannah Baggl ey repres
Well done to all the girls for their efforts.
Friday ' Smash Up'
Students continue t o4 .p30apym eivre rlyarFge dmumb3e rls0, A
Ul6 Basketball resul ts:
V Sandon Hi2glth [ ost 14
V Discoved4®. |l ost 38
The squad includes: ZBMong8nl Bl ewAd&G@am@hon!| EHg mn
Pascua, Ryan Britton, AZdoahne bBllosohdf,a gS e aknh uStruubnbo s,
Eenkhoorn.
Next week the Ul6s play Blythe Bridge and [Tren
City cross country:
Boys recently ran in their second race at ©Sir
Resul t s:
Y7 Ben Berridge 13t h, ElI'l'i ot Barwise 22nd)| R a
Al i DNF.
Y 8 Ni al | Donnan 24t h.
Y 9 Will Worthington 11th and Josh Ledgar 12t h
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. ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC ACADEMY

PHYSI CAL EDUCATI ON NEWS
AND RESULTS

00000The final race in the series was at St. Ji
Resul t s:

Y7: Ashton Mill ward 4t h, Raheem Saghir 14th, J;
Teeling 19th, Joshua Foster 20th, Cameron Rehm
Y 8: Nat han Tomlinson 16t h, Ni al | Donnan 17t h, |
Y9: Will Worthington 6th, Josh Ledgar 7t h.

Y11: Aaron Bates 4t h.

Well done to all the boys who ran this year, t
and hopefully some of the boys will have quali:

Tennis (indoor)
Students meet to play every Tuesday after scho
somgain new players are ALL WELCOME.

Tabl e tenni s.

Students can play evdr 40BrOipdngy fafxtemr eschwodll, be
break.

City Volleyball Tournament.

Boys in year 9 recently t omk pvritc hi moutrhips eGietnyt
|l ast year.

Resul ts:

V Blythe BFr2is5dge | ost 13

V Excel -2Wgn 25

V. Ormi ston HeZ2,zon won 25

V. OSSMA L£26st 22

The boys finished joint second and have qualif]
Keel e University in the summer. The squad incl
onQOliver Heat h, Oscar , Cameron Cleghorn and Col
**After Christmas we wil|l have a volleyball C o

Have a gr eatMrClHHrail 4 ti daasy,.
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MFL NE

Languages in our Primary School s

This term pupils in years 3 to 6 &avs
weekly wvisits from the Modern Languag
French and Spanish and are really enjc
Il n the | ast week of term year 6 pupil
year 7 pupils (7M and 7H) to take part
OQur year 11 pupils have also been get
and the following students have been
pup- | s:

Mc St ephen Padillo

Shakira-HRessamnau

Rebecca Highland

Jonathan Parry

Al i sha Batkin

Rhiannon Cull en

Charli e Madel ey

We have had very complimentary feedb:
schools and staff have commented on tt
One year 4 pupil said it was the best
Feliz Navidad/ Joyeux Noel

A C k
ne
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